
PROPERTY: METHODS AND CONCEPTS 
GEOG 4885 & ENG4850.001 - SPRING 2016 

MW 3:30-4:50pm; Life A419  
 
Instructors: 
 
Prof. Gabriel Cervantes 
UNT English Department, Auditorium 112  
Phone: (940) 565-2050 
Email: gabriel.cervantes@unt.edu 
Office hours: W 3:30 to 5:00pm and by   
appointment in 409E Language 
 

Prof. Matthew Fry  
Office: ENV 210F  
Phone: (940) 369-7576 
Email: mfry@unt.edu   
Office hours: MW 12:00-12:30pm and 5-
6pm; and by appointment  

 
Overview: 
From the enclosure of the commons, to notions of ownership and privatization, to contemporary 
ideas of copyrights, patents, minerals, and IP, ‘property’ in all its diverse manifestations is 
quintessential to our modern, capitalist society. To understand and analyze this multidimensional 
term demands an interdisciplinary perspective, which this course offers. Co-taught by English 
and Geography professors, the course allows for wider latitude to examine how ‘property’ has 
been conceptualized and used over time and across space. 
 
The premises for our investigation into property are threefold:  

1. property is a social tool, it is used to organize relations between people and groups;  
2. the claim of a property right in a thing is a way to exclude access by others; 
3. property is notoriously hard to define and often something merely ‘imagined’.  

 
It is this intersection – between certainty, exclusionary rights, and imaginary – that this course 
will explore property and put various kinds of knowledge into dialog to enrich the conclusions 
we might draw.  
 
Readings: 

• All readings are available on Blackboard 
• Reading assignments should be completed prior to their assigned class period. You are 

strongly advised to not fall behind on the readings. The lectures assume you have done 
the readings. If you have not done the readings, you will not always understand the 
lectures or the discussions.  

 
Course Expectations: 
 
Attendance and Class Participation: You will be allowed to take two (2) unexcused absences 
over the course of the semester. Beyond this allowance, each unexcused absence will detract 
one-third of a letter grade from your final grade. If at some point you think you will have a 
problem meeting this requirement, please get in touch with one of the instructors. Excessive 
lateness will count as absence. Not having the assigned reading on any given day will also count 
as an absence.  
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Classroom Courtesy 
Please respect us and your fellow classmates, be sure to: 

• Come to class on time and avoid leaving class early. 
• Turn all cell phones off before class begins. 
• Students wishing to use laptops or electronic touch screen devices during class must visit 

either of us during office hours and complete a ‘Laptop/Touch Screen Agreement 
Form’.  Essentially, you’ll agree to use said device exclusively for taking notes. Failure 
to complete the form and/or abuse of the signed agreement will result in forfeiture of the 
right to use your machine during class. 

 
Assessments, Grading, and Class Format:   
Grade Breakdown: 

o Mid-Term Exam   20% 
o Final Exam   30% 
o Course Participation  20% 
o Group Project   20% 
o Group Project Participation  10% 

 
 
Midterm Exam (20%): 

• This exam will be administered at our course meeting on Wednesday, March 9th. The 
exam will cover readings, lectures, and PowerPoint materials. The format will be short 
answer questions: You will choose 6 out of 9 passages taken from texts we have read. For 
each of these passages you must identify the author, title of the work, and date of 
publication. You must subsequently describe the context of the passage as it fits within 
the trajectory of the larger work. The bulk of the exam points will, however, come from 
explication: this is a process of analysis and unfolding by which you describe in the 
greatest detail possible the text of the passage. With literary texts, this analysis might 
address the representation of time, speech, the manner of description, and focalization; 
the use of metaphors, similes, and other figures of speech; the themes the passage 
explores, especially as they connect to topics we have covered during course meetings. In 
the case of non-literary works you need to explain what is being described or discussed 
and for what reason. What is the argument? What points are being made? What are the 
implications of this research, theory, or commentary?   

 
 
Final Exam (20%): 

• The final exam will be administered on Wednesday, May 11, and will follow a similar 
format as the midterm but will have two parts.  The first part (comprising approximately 
70% of the exam value) will be like a second mid-term covering material since the last 
exam. The second part will test your comprehension of the larger ideas of the course and 
your ability to draw from multiple course sections to answer open-ended questions. The 
second part format will be take-home essays.  

 
 
 

Property: Methods and Concepts | Spring 2016 | UNT | 2 



Group Projects (20%): 
• For this project you will choose one of the *Student Presentation topics listed on the 

syllabus and you will work in a group with three other students. Your assignment has two 
parts.  

1. Your group will be responsible for delivering a 20- to 25-minute presentation to 
the class on the day that your topic is scheduled. This presentation addresses the 
topic you have chosen via a research question that you need to formulate 
collaboratively. Once you have settled on that question, you need to undertake 
some research. At minimum you need to consult two secondary sources from the 
library (scholarly books, articles, documentaries, & etc.) and do one interview 
(recorded with audio and video) with a scholar or a professional. You will need to 
organize this research and explain how it answers your research question in your 
in-class presentation.  

 
2. One week after the presentation your group needs to hand in two hard copies of a 

write-up of your findings (apx. 1500 to 2000 words). Additionally, each member 
of the group needs to submit an individual description (apx. 500 words) of the 
work they contributed to the group project. This last document will document 
your participation in the project and will help us determine the grade for your 
Group Project Participation (10% of your final grade). 

 
To make things clearer, here is an example: 
You choose to work on the topic for Week 4, “Common Spaces.” Your group distributes 
the labor fairly. Someone finds two scholarly sources in the library on parks as common 
spaces. Two people interview a Denton official in charge of managing the city’s parks. 
You get together and distill all this into a presentation format that uses Powerpoint or 
some other visual demonstration. One person collects and edits the final written 
materials. All told, you work together and lead each other through to the successful 
completion of the project.  
 
 
We will solicit sign-ups for topics at our second class meeting, so think about a topic that 
excites you and that you feel you want to learn more about.  
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Accommodations: 
“The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with 
an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific 
needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of 
accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and 
must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information 
see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact 
them by phone at 940.565.4323.” 
This statement and other ODA information is available on the ODA website http://www.unt.edu/oda   
Absences, Religious Holidays, and Missing Exams: 
If a student must be absent from an exam or your presentation to attend a religious holiday, family 
obligation, or etc., it is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor at least 2 weeks in advance of 
the exam date.  If you miss an exam or your presentation without giving a 2 week of notification, you will 
take a zero.  If a situation arises at any time in those 2 weeks where you know you’ll be absent on the day 
of the exam, it is your responsibility to notify us as soon as possible before the exam is given.  If valid, 
you will be required to bring a signed note from a physician or other authority that explains why you were 
incapable of taking the exam on that date.  
Academic Dishonesty and Integrity: 
Students are expected to uphold the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct.  It is dishonest 
and a violation of student academic integrity to: 
 

1) PLAGIARIZE, 2) CHEAT ON AN EXAMINATION, 3) COPY OR COLLABORATE ON 
ASSIGNMENTS WITHOUT PERMISSION, 4) FABRICATE OR FALSIFY DATA OR RECORDS, 
and 4) ENGAGE IN OTHER FORMS OF DECEIT OR DISHONESTY 

 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam.  
Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities for further 
penalty.  According to the UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: (a) use of any 
unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; (b) dependence upon the aid of sources 
beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or 
carrying out other assignments; (c) the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material 
belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; (d) dual submission of a paper or project, or 
resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); 
or (e) any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term "plagiarism" includes, but is 
not limited to: (a) the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or 
unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and (b) the knowing or 
negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling 
of term papers or other academic materials.   
Acceptable Student Behavior: 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at 
UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 
instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether 
the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student 
conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion 
groups, field trips, etc. Again, The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr 
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Reading Schedule 
 

[B] = Material available via PDF files on Blackboard or distributed to you via paper copies.   
Week One 
W 1/20  Course Introduction 
  “This Land is Your Land. Or is it?” New York Times, January 5, 2016 

http://nyti.ms/1mAyOru [B] 
 

Unit One: Imagination and Enforcement  
Week Two 
M 1/25  Thomas Hobbes, from Leviathan (1642-51), pp. 106-145 [B] 
W 1/27  Thomas Hobbes, from Leviathan (1642-51), pp. 146-189 [B] 
 
Week Three 
M 2/1  Thomas Hobbes, from Leviathan (1642-51), pp. 190-244 [B] 
W 2/3   John Locke, from Two Treatises on Civil Government (1690), pp. 1-31 [B] 

* Student Presentation: Property and Crime  
** Recommended Readings: Peter Linebaugh, “Socking, the Hogshead, Excise,”  
from The London Hanged (1991), pp. 153-183 [B]; Douglas Hay, “Property,  
Authority, and the Criminal Law” (1975), pp. 17-63 [B]  

 
Unit Two: Capital, Accumulation, and Industry 

Week Four 
M 2/8   Karl Marx, “So-Called Primitive Accumulation,” from Capital (1867) Vol. 1, pp.  

507-549 [B] 
W 2/10  Democracy and Colony, Mitchell 2013 [B] 

Approaching Property and Possession as the Origin of Property, C. Rose 1994 [B] 
* Student Presentation: Common Spaces  

** Recommended Readings: Peter Linebaugh, The Magna Carta Manifesto: Liberty  
and the Commons for All (2009), Chs. 1 to 3 [B]; The Origin of the Family, Private 
Property and the State, Engels 1884 [B]; Counterculture, Property, Place and Time, Page 
2014 [B]; Rights to Public Space, Ruppert 2006 [B] 

 
Week Five 
M 2/15  Colonial Beef and the Blackfeet, Wise 2011 [B] 

Annihilating Space: Meat, Cronon 1991 [B] 
Meat chpt 7, Wise (forthcoming) [B] 

W 2/17  Law, property, and the geography of violence - frontier, the survey, and the grid, 
Blomley 2003 [B] 
* Student Presentation: The Land and its Products  

** Recommended Readings:  Nicole Shukin, “Introduction,” from Animal Capital: 
Rendering Life in Biopolitical Times (2009), pp. 1-47 [B]; Coevolution of farming and 
private property during the early Holocene_PNAS-2013-Bowles [B]; With Numbers in 
Place Security, Territory, and the Production of Calculable Space, Rose-Redwood 2012 
[B] 
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Unit Three: Boundaries, Minerals, and Takings 

Week Six 
M 2/22  Guest lecture: Melinda Harm-Benson, UNM 
  Regulatory Takings—rights or relations? Harm-Benson 2014 [B] 
W 2/24  The boundaries of property: lessons from Beatrix Potter, Blomley 2004 [B] 

Law, Boundaries, and the Bounded Self, J. Nedelsky 1990 [B] 
* Student Presentation: Mapping Denton  

** Recommended Readings: Takings and the Practices of Property, Rose 1994 [B] 
 

Week Seven 
M 2/29  Fracking and Environmental (In)Justice in a Texas City, Fry 2015 [B] 
W 3/2  Real Estate Investments/ Economic Forecasts, Baen’s 5 year Sign Post to the 

Future (2016-2020) [B] 
  * Student Presentation: Private Property in North Texas    

** Recommended Readings: Miller 2002, “A Journey through the mineral estate 
dominance” [B]; High Court Might Clarify Water and Surface Rights, The Texas 
Tribune, October 14, 2015 [B]; What is land - Assembling a resource for global 
investment, Li 2014 [B]; Unbundling the Executive Right A Guide to Unbundeling the 
Gas Lease, Martin 1997 [B] 
 

 
   Unit Four: Urban Space, Dispossession, and Gentrification  

Week Eight 
M 3/7  Chatterjee, 2014, “Accumulation, Estrangement, Displacement” from 

Displacement, Revolution, and the New Urban Condition: Theories and Case 
studies [B] 

W 3/9   Mid-term Exam 
 
Week Nine  
M 3/14  No Meeting: SPRING BREAK  
W 3/16  No Meeting: SPRING BREAK  
 
Week Ten 
M 3/21  Gentrifications in pre-Olympic Rio de Janeiro, Gaffney 2015 [B] 

Gentrification and Social Mixing, Lees 2008 [B] 
W 3/23  The Idea of Home in Law: Displacement and Dispossession 2013 [B] 
  Home as Ownership 2013 [B] 

* Student Presentation: Homelessness  
** Recommended Readings: Anders Corr 1999, No Trespassing! Squatting, Rent Strikes, 
and Land Struggles Worldwide (link to google books) [B]; Unsettling the City Blomley 
2004 [B] 
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Unit Five: Old Fashioned Piracy 

Week Eleven 
M 3/28  Daniel Defoe, Captain Singleton (1720), pp. 1-90 [B] 
W 3/30  Daniel Defoe, Captain Singleton (1720), pp. 91-182 [B]   

*Student Presentation: Crime and Popular Culture  
** Recommended Readings: Lincoln Faller, Turned to Account: The Forms and  
Functions of Criminal Biography in Late Seventeenth- and Early Eighteenth- 
Century England (1987), pp 1-42 [B]; Your Cells Their Research Your Permission, New 
York Times, Dec 2015 

 
Week Twelve 
M 4/4   Daniel Defoe, Captain Singleton (1720), pp. 182-273. [B] 
W 4/6  Daniel Defoe, Captain Singleton (1720), pp. 274-362 [B] 

*Student Presentation: Wealth and the 1%  
** Recommended Readings: Lauren Benton, “Sovereignty at Sea: Jurisdiction,  
Piracy, and the Origins of Ocean Regionalism,” from A Search for Sovereignty  
(2010), pp. 104-161 [B]; “A Game of Shark and Minnow,” New York Times  
http://www.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2013/10/27/south-china-sea/  
Jeremy Wear, “No Dishonour to Be a Pirate: The Problem of Infinite Advantage in 
Defoe's Captain Singleton” (2012) [B] 
 

 
Unit Six: Non-Western Conceptions of Property  

Week Thirteen 
M 4/11 Understated Sacredness, Swentzell 1985 

Goldilock’s Dilemma in Mesa Verde Archaeology, Woverton 2015  
We Came from the South, We came from the North, Naranjo 
* Student Presentation: Tourism and Appropriation  

** Recommended Readings: Expropriation and property, Slate blog [B]  
W 4/13   Indigenous Territories and Common Property 

Renewable Energy and Human Rights Violations Illustrative Cases from 
Indigenous Territories in Panama, Finley Brook 2011 [B] 
Minding the gaps property, geography, and indigenous peoples in Canada, Egan 
and Place, 2012 [B]  

Week Fourteen 
M 4/18  Simon Ortiz, selected poems from Fight Back! For the Sake of the People, For  

the Sake of the Land (1980), pp. 285-385. [B] 
  * Student Presentation: Beyond Property?  

** Recommended Readings: TBD  
W 4/20  Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol (1843), Staves One and Two, pp. 29-70 [B]  
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Week Fifteen 
M 4/25  Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol (1843), Staves Three and Four, pp. 71-118 

* Student Presentation: Text as Property  
** Recommended Readings: Meredith McGill, “Commerce, Print Culture, and the 
Authority of the State in American Copyright Law” and “International Copyright and the 
Political Economy of Print,” from American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting, 
1834-1853, pp. 45-108 [B]  

W 4/27  Guest Lecture: Paul Keen, Title TBA  
 

Unit Seven: New Piracies, Intellectual Property, and Immaterial Labor  
M 5/2 Robert Darnton, “Google & The Future of Books,” from The New York Review of  

Books (2009), pp. 1-13 [B] 
  Adrian Johns, readings TBD, from Piracy: The Intellectual Property Wars from  

Guttenberg to Gates (2009) [B]  
W 5/4 Matthew Crawford, “Introduction: Attention as a Cultural Problem,” from The  

World Beyond Your Head (2015) [B] 
Apple Inc., “iOS Terms and Conditions,” “Privacy Policy,” “Game Center: Terms  
and Conditions” [B]  

** Recommended Readings: Leopoldina Fortunati ,“Real People, Artificial Bodies” 
(2003); Safeguarded in the Vault: How Trade Secrets Work [B]; Standoff breaks new 
legal ground, Denton Record Chronicle, July 2015 [B] 

 
Final Exam: Wednesday, May 11th from 1:30pm to 3:30pm  
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